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SUB J : SHALE OIL DISCUSSIONS DURING BENHIMA VISIT 
REF: STATE 046797 

1. MOROCCAN SHALE OIL DEPOSITS OCCUR NEAR TIMAHDITE, A TOWN 

IN MIDDLE ATLAS ON MAIN ROAD FROM MEKNES TO MIDELT. THEY TOTAL 
ESTIMATED 5 BILLION TONS OF WHICH 200 MILLION REPORTEDLY COULD 
BE READILY EXTRACTED USING OPEN PIT TECHNIQUES. LIMITED 
TESTING DONE THUS FAR RATES THEM AT 16.3 TO 18.3 PERCENT 
ORGANIC MATTER WITH TEST EXTRACTION OF 8.9 PERCENT OIL. 

2. ACCORDING KNOWLEDGEABLE BRPM SOURCES, RECENT GOM STUDY PROI- 
ECTS THAT 1 BILLION DIRHAM INVESTMENT WOULD BE REQUIRED TO REACH 
PRODUCTION OF 100,000 BARRELS OF SHALE OIL PER DAY AT PRODUCTION 
COST OF 6-7 DOLLARS A BARREL. THIS WOULD BE BY FAR THE LARGEST 
SINGLE INVESTMENT PROJECT EVER UNDERTAKEN IN MOROCCO. 
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